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County Council to consult on changes to School and Post-16 Transport Policies  
 

These two consultaƟons are being published on the County Council’s website today, Monday, 3 November and will run 
unƟl Sunday, 7 December. Feedback from the consultaƟons will be presented for consideraƟon at a Decision Day in early 
2026, when a final decision will be made.  

Most of the County Council’s proposed changes to the two policies are designed to make them easier to understand and 
to provide greater clarity around the way both services are delivered. Alongside these changes to policy wording, the 
County Council is also proposing to withdraw the formal offer of a Spare Capacity Seats Scheme in its School Transport 
Policy. This is a discreƟonary scheme which allows spare seats on contracted vehicles to be offered on a temporary, 
chargeable basis to children who are not eligible for free School Transport. 

The current offer of a Spare Capacity Seats Scheme creates an expectaƟon that spare seats can be provided. However, this 
cannot be fulfilled if the available seats on a given vehicle are all in use by eligible children. Once allocated, spare seats 
may later be withdrawn if needed for an eligible child, or if the number of spare seats reduces due to an operaƟonal 
change. There is therefore a lack of clarity on whether spare seats can be made available. 

Should the policy changes ulƟmately be agreed, the County Council may sƟll allocate spare seats to non-eligible children 
in excepƟonal circumstances. Regardless of any decisions, the authority will conƟnue to meet its legal duƟes relaƟng to 
School Transport. If you have views on these issues, I would encourage you to respond to the consultaƟons. 

County Councillor Grants 
 

The County Councillor Grant scheme is operaƟng once more, with a lesser amount of £5,000 and new criteria as follows: 

Hampshire County Councillor Grants – Updated Criteria (September 2025) 

Following a comprehensive review, Hampshire County Council has revised its County Councillor Grants Scheme to reflect 
budget constraints and improve effecƟveness. Key changes include: 

· Reduced AllocaƟon: Each County Councillor now has an annual grant budget of £5,000, down from £8,000. 

·Eligibility RestricƟons: 

o Grants are only available to organisaƟons, not individuals. 

o OrganisaƟons cannot apply for the same project in consecuƟve years. 

o ApplicaƟons must demonstrate community benefit, especially if from religious or statutory bodies. 

· Funding Limits: 

o A maximum of £1,000 per project is now in place. 

o Grants for seasonal or Ɵme-specific events must be awarded before the event date. 

· Transparency and Branding: 

o All funded projects must acknowledge County Council support in promoƟonal materials. 

· ApplicaƟon Assessment: 

o Previous grant awards (from the last two years) will be considered during evaluaƟon. 



o Preference may be given to organisaƟons without access to other funding sources. 

These changes aim to ensure the scheme remains fair, transparent, and aligned with the Council’s strategic prioriƟes 
while managing financial pressures. 

Parish Council Bus Shelter Grant Scheme 
 

Hampshire County Council has launched a new grant scheme to help Parish Councils replace or refurbish bus shelters – 
making them more aƩracƟve, visible, and welcoming for passengers. 

Funded through the Department for Transport’s Bus Service Improvement Plan (BSIP) 2025/26 Bus Grant, this scheme is 
all about improving local infrastructure and encouraging more people to use public transport. 

Who can apply? Parish Councils that own and maintain exisƟng bus shelters. 

How much is available? Up to £15,000 per shelter site – for either refurbishment or installaƟon of a new shelter at an 
exisƟng site. 

When to apply? ApplicaƟons are open now and must be submiƩed by 28 February 2026. Awards will be made on a 
rolling basis from early 2026. 

Parish Councils will need to provide quotes from commercial suppliers as part of their applicaƟon. 

For more details, including the applicaƟon form and guidance, visit Hampshire County Council’s website or contact the 
Passenger Transport Team at: passenger.transport.enquiries@hants.gov.uk 

This is a great opportunity to improve local faciliƟes and make bus travel more appealing for residents. 

Poetry Group at Petersfield Library 
 

This free community event takes place at the library in The Town Square every 3rd Wednesday of the month from 2pm to 
4:30pm. This friendly group is open to anyone who would like to share their enjoyment of poetry with others.  

I would like to encourage Parish Councils to help publicise this regular community event in local channels and social 
media as it may be of interest to residents. 

2026 County Council ElecƟons 
 

The Times has reported that leaders of the DevoluƟon Priority Programme areas are calling for a further postponement 
of County Council elecƟons, currently scheduled for May next year. You can read the arƟcle here: 
hƩps://www.theƟmes.com/.../0a601557-49fe-4c0a-b9de... 

To be absolutely clear: The leader of HCC has not requested any delay to elecƟons, nor had conversaƟons with 
Government about one. It is therefore disappoinƟng that the arƟcle suggested that he had asked for further 
postponement. HCC’s leader has not, and will not, ask for an elecƟon postponement. 

UlƟmately, this is a decision for the Government. Last year’s delay was to enable devoluƟon, which is now substanƟally 
complete. It was the Labour Government that subsequently imposed Local Government ReorganisaƟon. This is their 
project, their Ɵmeline, and their decision as to whether they can deliver what they want with or without elecƟons. 

Highways InformaƟon 
MAJOR M27 CLOSURE – PLAN AHEAD THIS CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR 

If you’re travelling over the fesƟve period, please take note of the dates for the closure of the motorway between 
Southampton and Portsmouth: 



The **M27 will be fully closed in both direcƟons between JuncƟons 9 (Whiteley) and 11 (Fareham)** from **8pm on 24 
December 2025 unƟl 4am on Sunday 4 January 2026**. 

This closure is essenƟal to install a brand-new four-lane underpass using an innovaƟve engineering technique that avoids 
months of disrupƟon later. But it does mean **serious delays are expected** if you don’t plan ahead. 

**What you need to know:** 

- Full closure J9–J11 in both direcƟons. 

- Diversion via the A27 (expect heavy traffic, especially 10am–4pm daily). 

- Exit available: westbound at J11 (Fareham/Gosport) and eastbound at J9 (Whiteley/Park Gate). 

- No westbound entry at J11 (towards Southampton/A32) and no eastbound entry at J9 (towards Portsmouth). 

If arranging Christmas and New Year travel please plan your journeys in advance: 

Travel outside peak hours 

Use alternaƟve routes 

Ask yourself if the journey is essenƟal 

For updates and full details, visit the official Christmas closure webpage: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/M27-
juncƟon-10/christmas-
closure?utm_source=SAPHybris&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=5342&utm_term=M27%20J10%20-
%20Motorway%20Closure%20Update___Link&utm_content=EN 

ReporƟng Highway Problems 
Links to report road issues are here: 

Potholes: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/potholes 

Tree/hedge problems: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/treehedge 

Flooding/drainage issues: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/flooding 

Pavement problems: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/paving 

Broken or missing signs: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/brokensigns 

Faulty street lights: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/streetlight 

Faded or missing road markings: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-aproblem/road-markings 

Problems with rights of way: hƩps://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem 

When reporƟng an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference number for the report. If you would like me to 
follow this up for you then do please forward that message to me and I will chase for you. 

General Updates from HCC: 
Statutory consultaƟon to be requested on proposed merger of Havant primary and secondary schools 

Residents in Havant could soon have another opportunity to share their views on the possible merger of Park Community 
School (secondary) with the FederaƟon of Riders Infant and Junior Schools in Leigh Park Statutory consultaƟon to be 
requested on proposed merger of Havant primary and secondary schools | Hampshire County Council 

Remember, Remember – stay safe this Halloween and Bonfire Night 



With Halloween and Bonfire Night just around the corner, Hampshire County Council’s Trading Standards team has issued 
seasonal safety Ɵps to help everyone to ‘play it safe’ and enjoy the fesƟviƟes responsibly Remember, Remember – stay 
safe this Halloween and Bonfire Night | Hampshire County Council 

Hampshire County Council backs residents to quit smoking this Stoptober – free support available 

Quiƫng smoking isn’t easy, but you don’t have to do it alone. Hampshire County Council is encouraging residents to take 
part in Stoptober, the naƟonal campaign that helps thousands of people each year start living smokefree Hampshire 
County Council backs residents to quit smoking this Stoptober – free support available | Hampshire County Council 

Hampshire County Council’s Children’s Services recognised in naƟonal awards 

One of Hampshire County Council’s Children’s Services teams has been recognised as ‘Team of the Year’ at the naƟonal 
Social Worker of the Year Awards Hampshire County Council’s Children’s Services recognised in naƟonal awards | 
Hampshire County Council 

Upgrades to Basingstoke Discovery Centre to support residents this winter 

Basingstoke residents will soon enjoy an even warmer welcome at their local library thanks to refurbishment works 
taking place at Basingstoke Discovery Centre next month A warm welcome for all – upgrades to Basingstoke Discovery 
Centre to support residents this winter | Hampshire County Council 

Hampshire County Council conƟnues to grow SEND provision with more specialist places and inclusive support 

Hampshire County Council is conƟnuing its long-term investment in special educaƟonal needs and disabiliƟes (SEND) 
provision, with plans well underway to deliver 1,000 addiƟonal specialist school places between 2025 and 2030.This 
includes a mix of new places in both dedicated special schools and Resourced Provisions (RPs), which are specialist 
environments based within mainstream schools Hampshire County Council conƟnues to grow SEND provision with more 
specialist places and inclusive support | Hampshire County Council 

Foster Care – a stepping stone on the journey back home 

Could you be part of a child’s journey back home to their family? Foster care – a stepping-stone on the journey back 
home | Hampshire County Council 


